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USDA Announces Flexibilities for 
Producers Filing ‘Notice of Loss’ for 
Failed, Prevented Planted Acres  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing additional 
flexibilities for producers to file on acres with failed crops or crops 
that were prevented from planting because of extreme weather 
events. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is adding these 
flexibilities for Notice of Loss on both insured and uninsured crops 
to enable Service Centers to best assist producers.   

Filing for Prevented Planted Acres 

For insured crops, producers who timely filed a prevented planted 
claim with the reinsurance company but filed a Notice of Loss 
(CCC-576) form after the deadline will be considered timely filed for 
FSA purposes. FSA can use data from the Risk Management 
Agency (RMA) for accepting the report of prevented planting with 
FSA. If the information is not available through RMA, the producer 
may also provide proper evidence to FSA that the prevented 
planted claim was timely filed with the reinsurance company. 

For uninsured crops, producers may start a Notice of Loss (CCC-
576) by calling their FSA county office, or they may print and 
complete the Notice of Loss (CCC-576) form from home and send 
to their county office. For prevented planted acreage, Notice of 
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Loss forms mailed to the FSA office must be postmarked by the 
final acreage reporting date in the county to be considered timely 
filed. For all prevented planted cases, the Report of Acreage (FSA-
578) form and the completed and signed Notice of Loss (CCC-576) 
must be filed by the applicable acreage reporting date. 

Filing for Failed Acres 

For failed acreage of uninsured crops, the Notice of Loss (CCC-
576) must be completed, signed and verified before the disposition 
of the crop. 

When to File a ‘Notice of Loss’ 

A Notice of Loss cannot be filed for a crop before the final planting 
date, but it can be filed before completing the crop acreage report. 

More Information 

Producers who miss FSA’s July 15 acreage reporting deadline will 
not face a late filing fee if filed within a month of the deadline. 

For questions, please contact your FSA county office. To locate 
your FSA county office at your Service Center, 
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

 

 
Additional Commodities Eligible for Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program 

Applications for New Commodities Accepted Beginning July 13 

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced an initial list of additional commodities that have been added to 
the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), and that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) made other 
adjustments to the program based on comments received from agricultural producers and organizations and review of 
market data. Producers will be able to submit applications that include these commodities on Monday, July 13, 
2020.  USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting through Aug. 28, 2020, applications for CFAP, which helps 
offset price declines and additional marketing costs because of the coronavirus pandemic. USDA expects additional 
eligible commodities to be announced in the coming weeks.   

USDA collected comments and supporting data for consideration of additional commodities through June 22, 2020. 

Changes to CFAP include: 

• Adding the following commodities: alfalfa sprouts, anise, arugula, basil, bean sprouts, beets, blackberries, 
Brussels sprouts, celeriac (celery root), chives, cilantro, coconuts, collard greens, dandelion greens, greens 
(others not listed separately), guava, kale greens, lettuce – including Boston, green leaf, Lolla Rossa, oak leaf 
green, oak leaf red and red leaf – marjoram, mint, mustard, okra, oregano, parsnips, passion fruit, peas (green), 
pineapple, pistachios, radicchio, rosemary, sage, savory, sorrel, fresh sugarcane, Swiss chard, thyme and 
turnip top greens. 

• Expanding for seven currently eligible commodities – apples, blueberries, garlic, potatoes, raspberries, 
tangerines and taro – CARES Act funding for sales losses because USDA found these commodities had a 5 
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percent or greater price decline between mid-January and mid-April as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Originally, these commodities were only eligible for marketing adjustments. 

• Determining that peaches and rhubarb no longer qualify for payment under the CARES Act sales loss category. 
• Correcting payment rates for apples, artichokes, asparagus, blueberries, cantaloupes, cucumbers, garlic, 

kiwifruit, mushrooms, papaya, peaches, potatoes, raspberries, rhubarb, tangerines and taro. 

Additional details can be found in the Federal Register in the Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) and Final Rule 
Correction and at www.farmers.gov/cfap. 

Producers have several options for applying to the CFAP program: 

1. Using an online portal, accessible at farmers.gov/cfap, allows producers with secure USDA login credentials—
known as eAuthentication—to certify eligible commodities online, digitally sign applications and submit directly 
to the local USDA Service Center.  New commodities will be available in the system on July 13, 2020. 

2. Completing the application form using our CFAP Application Generator and Payment Calculator found at 
farmers.gov/cfap. This Excel workbook allows customers to input information specific to their operation to 
determine estimated payments and populate the application form, which can be printed, then signed and 
submitted to their local USDA Service Center.  An updated version with the new commodities will be available 
on the website on July 13, 2020. 

3. Downloading the AD-3114 application form from farmers.gov/cfap and manually completing the form to submit 
to the local USDA Service Center by mail, electronically or by hand delivery to an office drop box. In some 
limited cases, the office may be open for in-person business by appointment. Visit 
farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-status to check the status of your local office. 

USDA Service Centers can also work with producers to complete and securely transmit digitally signed applications 
through two commercially available tools: Box and OneSpan. Producers who are interested in digitally signing their 
applications should notify their local service centers when calling to discuss the CFAP application process. You can 
learn more about these solutions at farmers.gov/mydocs.  

Getting Help from FSA 

New customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP application process can call 877-508-8364 to speak directly 
with a USDA employee ready to offer general assistance. This is a recommended first step before a producer engages 
the team at the FSA county office at their local USDA Service Center.  

All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income and payment information, can be downloaded 
from farmers.gov/cfap. For existing FSA customers, these documents are likely already on file. 

 
FSA Reminds Producers of Ongoing Disaster Assistance Program Signup 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has started making payments through the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity 
Program – Plus (WHIP+) to agricultural producers who suffered eligible losses because of drought or excess moisture 
in 2018 and 2019. Signup for these causes of loss opened March 23, and producers who suffered losses from drought 
(in counties designated D3 or above), excess moisture, hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, 
snowstorms or wildfires can still apply for assistance through WHIP+. 

To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes or vines in counties with 
a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster Designation (primary counties only) for 
qualifying natural disaster events that occurred in calendar years 2018 or 2019. Also, losses located in a county not 
designated by the Secretary as a primary county may be eligible if a producer provides documentation showing that the 
loss was due to a qualifying natural disaster event. 

For losses due to drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the county in which the loss occurred was rated D3, or 
extreme drought, or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during calendar years 2018 or 2019. Producers who suffered 
losses should contact their FSA county office. 
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In addition to the recently added eligible losses of drought and excess moisture, FSA will implement a WHIP+ provision 
for crop quality loss that resulted in price deductions or penalties when marketing crops damaged by eligible disaster 
events. To ensure an effective program for all impacted farmers, the Agency is currently gathering information on the 
extent of quality loss from producers and stakeholder organizations. 

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and field work will continue 
with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into the office, they will be working 
with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct 
business with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call 
their Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information on Service Centers can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus, and more information on WHIP+ can be found at farmers.gov/whip-plus. 

 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) 
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides emergency 
assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who have losses due to disease, adverse 
weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance 
programs. 

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss of 
purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, additional cost of 
transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for 
cattle tick fever. 

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional 
feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition, colony losses in excess of normal 
mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse 
weather. For honeybee losses, producers must notify FSA within 15 calendar days of when a loss occurs or from when 
the loss is apparent. 

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due to 
an eligible adverse weather event. 

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 2020, must file: 

• A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee losses) 
• An application for payment by Feb. 1, 2021 

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online: 

• ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  
• ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 
• ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

 
Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses 
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to producers of non-insurable 
crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, 
excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass 
for grazing), among others. 
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Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2020 crops. A notice of loss must be filed the earlier of 15 
days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. 

Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available, 
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, 
aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
CRP Continuous Enrollment Period  
The Farm Service Agency is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) Continuous Signup. 

CRP is a voluntary program that contracts with agricultural producers so that environmentally sensitive agricultural land 
is devoted to conservation benefits. CRP participants establish long-term, resource-conserving vegetative species, such 
as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”), to control soil erosion, improve the water quality and enhance wildlife 
habitat. In return, FSA provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. Continuous signup 
enrollment contracts are 10 to 15 years in duration. 

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation practices can be enrolled 
in CRP at any time. Offers are automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility 
requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap. 

Unlike CRP enrollments under general CRP signups or CRP Grasslands, offers for continuous enrollment are not 
subject to competitive bidding during specific periods. 

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. 

 
Supervised Credit 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans from a commercial 
lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our goal to help you graduate to commercial 
credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help borrowers through training and credit counseling. 

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this process, FSA staff will 
advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your operation’s goals and graduate to commercial credit. 
Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the success of the farming operation, but FSA’s staff will help in an advisory 
role to provide the tools necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early  
The Farm Loan teams are already working on operating loans for spring 2020 so it is important that potential borrowers 
submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The farm loan team can help determine which loan 
programs are best for applicants.  
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FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm operation for just about any 
purpose.  The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans can help large and small farm operations take 
advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.  

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm Ownership and Operating 
Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller operations and non-traditional operations, can be 
used for operating expenses, starting a new agricultural enterprise, purchasing equipment, and other needs associated 
with a farming operation. The staff in your local County FSA office can provide more details on farm operating and 
microloans and provide loan applications. Loans to beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a 
priority. 

Other types of loans available include: 

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and obtain a 9-month loan 
while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer and allow them to market the crop when 
prices may be more advantageous.   

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible commodities, or for 
storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A variety of structures are eligible under this 
loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage structures and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A 
producer may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.   

Please call your local County office if you have questions about any of the loans available through FSA. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-
8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


